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Life! 


So whats with this huge outcry? 
I bring the speech of life, 

I am the word of life. 



My force 
Not disbursed, 

Not dispersed, 

Upon me, collects and I’m crushed; 

Upon it, multitudes have kept themselves alive, 
Ascended, become immateriahzed, 

While it smothers me 
It smothers others who arise. 



I am the Androgyne 
Who’s self-fertilized and self-birthed, 
The male ceaselessly fertilized 
With his own never-ending sperm, 
But all the burden of the world 
weighs upon his bosom fertilized 
impregnated in a nucleus of forces, 
Whose hostile Destiny holds 
Deliverance. 



Humanity is simply nature mobilized: 

Matter takes hold ol evolution 
And lor the man who wants to be 
Up to speed with humanity, 

It’s the vessel that holds his prey; 

The more the Androgyne ascends toward Mind, 

The more humanity is latched to its sides 
To keep it amid the mud. 

And every time that tethered by the ellort, 
It soars up and exclaims: 

“Spirit! To me!" 

The talons of ponderous beasts, provoked, 

Sink more profoundly into its flesh, 

Overrun it, and hold it. 



But... what’s with Destiny 
making itself the accomplice? 
So what’s with this huge outcry 

Life! 




from Poejia, Year 1, No. 7-9, Oct.-Dec. 1920. ed. Mario 
Dessy. Modernissima Casa Editrice Italiana: Milan, p. 30. 







Valentine de Saint Point (day: “Val-aw-teen de Say- 
pwah”) was a French poet, performer, theorist, and 
painter whose fiercely interdisciplinary work 
foreshadowed the performance art, devised theatre, 
happenings and intermedia that proliferated four 
decades later. Her Manifesto of Futurist Women punched 
back against Marinetti’s misogynist, right-wing version 
of the movement. Her engagement with Spiritualism 
and the occult led to her conversion to Islam, and her 
last years were spent in Morocco and Egypt, 
campaigning against Colonialism and Eurocentrism. 
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